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Our July meeting will be held on Thursday, the 17, in the main hall 
of the Forty & Eight Clu0 of the American Legion at 933 University 
Ave. at 8:00 PI-1. 

The prograr.i for the meeting uill consist of sor.ie 8:ma r,1ovies pre­
sented by Buffalo Chapter member Craig Woodwortl1. Craig's last 
visit was in Novemb~r, 1984 with his New York Central movies. The 
movies for this program were taken betueen 1955 and 1958. 

To cornpensc1te for what may be a hot July evening, the program will 
start with a filu Craig calls "Train in the Snow". The moS''tly 
Cunadian Pacific stea:,1 scenes \~ere taken in (?ucoec east of r-Iontrcal 
in Feo rua ry 1956 and 19 S 7 ( tho re's nothins l i\ e Joubi (:-bcaJed 
2C!8Ci2's in tl1e Hinter!). 

1'he :1ext r;iovie will be a colle:ction of iJickel Plate 2-8-4 
Berkshire's taken between Silver Creek, NY and Conneaut, Ohio during 
195 7 .:.no 1958. Railf ans who ii.:i.ve seen tlw Ft. !Jayne .Rail road 
Jistorical Society's ~765 in excursion service in recent years 
should enjoy these shots of sister loco,:1otives in revenue service. 

'l'he prograu will conclude witl1 a short reel of the joint '.3uffalo/ 
Rocl1ester Chapters 1956 Erie Railroad "circle tour" excursion 
(Attica-Avon-Corning-Hornell-Portage Dridgc-l\ttica). 

COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN APPOINTED 

Ci;,.qte r Pres ioen t Ron Au0e rge r Lws Jl_)po in ted the fol lo\; ing co,;1ui t toe 
C.>diL,H:n: 

I' res r3.u 
Trips 
Publicity 
ilemoership 
Li0rary 
Finance 
Sernaphone 
Pu)lications 
Oatkn l1useurn 
Stores 
Retail llailorder 
;-nwlesale 
Depot Operations 
Picnic/Party 
nominating 

Ted Miller 
Duve Shiclos (acting) 
Dave Shields 
Tom t:ay 
lleil Bcllenger 
Paul Frederick 
Chuck Ri eJr,ii 11 er 
Ron Ambcrger 
Hctnd \J.7irner 
Dick Tickner 
l!ike Eyrne 
Dave ;.;ontc Verde 
Dick Tickner 
niinc"l rlarner 
Hike Bryne 



Of course, cdc11 of these co,,1,1ittees hu.s its O\-Jfl 111euuers,11p roster. 
Co:11rni t tee i;1c1;1lJc rshif> is the way th.::i t you can become active in ti1e; 
chapter and 9ct involved in a way that sutisfies your interest. 
This list of -cor,1uittccs is not flexible. If there is an c1ctivity 
that you think is appropiate and would like to work on, please bring 
the idea up an<..i perhaps a new comr,ii ttee can be constituted. Ti1er2 
are ~everal possible pesto, some of which could be filled by a 
single individual, others which require several persons; for ex­
ample, chapter photographer, chapter historian, past presidents, 
safety, development (gifts, endowments, and bequests). 

***************************************************************** 

AI~LEtJF. KOSCIANSKI STEPS DOHN AS SEHl\PrIORE SDITO.R 
CHUCK RIEDilILLER APPOINTED EDI'rOR 

After well over a decade of service to the chapter as editor of the 
Semaphore, Arlene Koscianski is retiring. The chapter owes her a 
debt of gratitude for the treraendous job she has done over the 
years. Every month, our Semaphore comes in the mail, and we take 
it for granted without realizing that Arlene has been on the job 
once again meeting the deadline, chasing down news, typing, editing, 
cl1~cking s~;cJ.lin<:J and (Jr~:-miur, anci seeinJ that t2H? issues set 
:nc:lileli. '.:,} \:.:mt to lban:~ you, !',rlenc, [or your years of \·.'ur:: O,) LiC:: 
Sl:iJapito re. 

Our new ~)eua;?iwre editor is ue1Ji)er Chuck r.ieuuill2r of Batavia. Till 
copy shouh1 be send to him. Deac:il inc is the first week of tl1e 
month. If your corni.1ittee has an announce;11ent, please get it in by Lw 
deadline. 1ie want to than!~ Chuc:~ for volunteering for this de­
manding post. He can always use help and suggestions for articles. 

PROGRESS FOR ,Jurrn 

DEPOT & GROUIIDS: 

OATKA DEPOT RAILROAD MUSEUIJ REPORT 
by Rand ,1arner 

Lawns mm,cd l.:>y Bill need, Jamie niedrniller, Rand Farner ancJ 
Charlie Harshburger. 
Ballast lines along Depot aprons cut back by John Hixson. 
Conrete steps up to cars built by John IIi:rnon and fl0\·1er 

garden planted along highway. He's also rebuilding and 
rewiring our billboard with help from a sign painter. 

Dick Tickner has our summer Chapter Depot Store all set up 
and organized in the north waiting room and we have a nice 
display of RR artifacts in the south waiting room. 

Highway drainage culvert excavated and unplugged by Steve 
Huse, Charlie liarshburc3er and John Hi:rnon. Our Chapter 
backhoe tractor really went to \1ork on this project. 

Curt Boyer has fixed up the west door on the north waiting 
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roora and the east door on the south waiting roor11. 
Neil Bellenger has all Depot rooms wired with light switches 

and is now installing baseboard utility outlets. 
Access road to steel storage barn graded by Rand Warner. 

TRl\CK & RIGHT-OF-~·lAY: 
Grading excavation and ballasting for siding #5 co~pleted by 

Bill Reed and Rand Warner using Chapter grader and loader. 
Switch #4 points and frog realigned by Bill Reed. 
Three bundles of ties handed in for siding #5 arid debris re­

moved and sorted by Bill Reed, Charlie Harshburger, Rand 
tvarner, S-teve Huse, and Dave Iionte Verde. 

Switch timbers and ties unloaded and sorted by length. 
Bill Reed has completed dismantling private siding at 

Fancher and is arranging delivery of rail. 
Ties for siding #5 placed by Bill Reed. 

MOTIVE POWER & ROLLING STOCK: 
Former LVRR RS3 on diesel inspected pri~>r to acceptance by 

Dave Monte Verde, Pete Gores, and Jeff Baxter. 
Former Erie Stillwell coach delivered from Elmira to Roches­

ter and placed inside fenced area at Rochester Telephone 
Corps thro arrangements by rand Parner and Dave !1onte 
Verde. 

Interior of E-L rrn P0\·1er Car scral_)ed, filled, and repainted, 
seat pedestals str ippeci by no rr.1 SiwC:k1 ick and 'rorn 'I'ische r 
with help fror.1 John Redoen and Dave Luca, Bob Cowan, and 
Torn Bauman. Roof walkways being replaced and roof re­
sealed by Ted Hiller. Tlindov, sills also rebuilt. Seat 
arrns being refinished by John Hixson. 

Entire east side of 80 ton GE Switcher relettered for 
EASTMAN KODAK by John and Gene Redden. 

Steve Huse working on PINE FALLS interior and Rand Warner 
working on exterior. 

John Redden, Norm Shaddick, and Curt Boyer continuing work 
on Erie caboose interior. 

Sheathing for BR&P caboose exterior delivered by Rand Warner. 
Car restoration equipment donated assembled and sorted by 

Chuck and Jamie Riedmiller. 
Dave Monte Verde has acquired donation of windows for a Erie 

Stillwell coach and possibly seats as well. 

CONSTRUCTION EQUIPMENT & M. 0.-W.: 
Steering parts ordered and replaced on Euclid loader by Steve 

Huse and Rand W~rner. 
Maintenance work on Trojan loader and ForJ boom truck by 

Steve Huse, and flat tire fixed on International dump 
truck. 

John Redden and brother Jim are rebuilding Jackson tamper 
diesel pri~e mover= 2 cyl Detroit #2-53. 

New parts ordered and received for Fairmont Speeder by Jeff 
Baxter. 
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PLAIJS FOR JULY/AUGUST 

DCPOT & GROUNDS: 
Complete exterior, clean up of grounds area. 
Paint Erie bench and Railway express carts. 
Touch up worn paint area. 
Complete concrete steps to cars. 
Plant grass to prevent erosion. 
Find end of sewer line from Depot gutters and toliet. 
Complete wiring for utility outlets inside Depot. 
Continue wor!< on releveling north end of Depot. 
Investigate repairs to sidewalk aprons. 
Complete repainting of billboard and re-install. 
Hake up additional explanatory signs for exhibits. 
Pick up and deliver block signal with boom truck. 

TRACK & RIGHT-OF-HAY 
r1aintain clearance around grading/excavation stakes. 
Complete excavation of hill and Rm-7 to NYMT end of traclc. 
Receive two trailer loads of trees from A & K RR Supply. 
Bring in 6 □ J ft. of track rail from ~ancher. 
Complete siding t5 from bumper north to area of switch •• 
Continue handl ins ballast f rou LV~R RO~'!. 
Bring in another load of switch tir:i~)er. 

IJO'l'IVE POrJER & ROLLII1G S'.I'OCrC: 
Complete interior painting of .!U Power car to p.2r1s1it use for 

summer progrum meeting. 
Complete interior refurbishment of Eric Caboose and fabricate 

end steps for west side. 
Complete grinding and priming of east siade of PINE FALLS to 

permit painting in Pennsy colors. 

\ 

Complete lettering on EK#6 loco exterior and begin cleanup and 
repainting of cab interior. Acquire new battery set. 

Acquire 4x4 treated hardwood timbers for NYC flat car. 
Unload loose items from Erie Stillwell coach. 
Start replacement of sheathing for BR&P caboose. 
Weld sheet steel plates over rust holes on DL&W baggage car. 
Deliver RS3m diesel loco to museum trackage. 

CONSTRUCTION EQUIPMENT: 
Make Gardner Denver air corapressor operational. 
Refurbish wiring on Rome road grader. 
Paint box of International dump truck. 
Get backup 18.00x25 tire on hand for Euclid loader. 
Add exhaust system to Trojan Loader. 
Find steering parts for link belt clamshell crane. 
Repair,replace tire on Balmar backhoe tractor. 
Continue buildup of pneumatic equipment. 
Install new parts to make Fairmont speeder operational. 
Tune engine to make Kalamazoo Speeder operational. 
Get tune up on BUG welder/generator. 
Acquire/build trailer for tractor mower. 
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THArms TO: 

WANTED: 

John H1xson for donation of cinder blocks for steps. 
Jerry LeiJertheil for donation of 36r/25A de power supply for 

car lighting, spec~er window, concrete step sills, 
corrugated drain pipe, 1,iulch, highway flasher, telephone 
fuse blocks, coax cable, multiconductor, two Hotorola 
walkie-talkies, electric eye kit, rigging hardware, and two 
8" grinding wheels. 

Chuck Riedmiller for donation of pneumatic fittings, new 3/8" 
air lines (100 ft), professional paint spray equipment, and 
in line air filter. 

Ted Miller for donation of pressure treated planks for roof 
walks on HU power car. 

Art Emmighausen for 30 cup electric coffee pot. 
Rand Warner for paint, tools, hardware, and fittings. 
Neil Bellenger for electrical wire and fittings. 
Bill Reed, Steve Huse, and Rand Harner for fuel and lube. 

Telephone solicitor to make contacts for donations of fuel, 
supplies, materials, equipment, and services with local 
industrial, conmercial, and retail firms. 

I1otorrnan's handles for [H.1 Power car. 
Acetylene welding outfit. 
Garden cart for tractor mower. 
Pressure washer outfit. 
Gas powered rail saw and rail drill. 
100-200 lin. ft. of pressure treated hardwood 4,4's. 
2 wheel V-frarae baggage truck for Depot. 
Electric or gas coupressor outfit for paint spraying. need 

10-20 cfm capacity. 
Diesel and gasoline fuel, hydraulic fluid, and 30 weight oil. 
Needle scaler and air grinder. 
Starter for 2-53 Detroit diesel 12v, part #174. 

********************************************************************** 

NOTE FR011 YOUR EDITOR 
Chuck Riedmiller 

As your new Editor of the monthly "Semaphore", I'm putting out a 
special request. If you have some comments, a possible story, or 
anything railroad related, let's hear it! As for myself I certainly 
like tb be kept informed and know no better way than from one raember 
to another. So let's get going! Send anything you have directly to 
me at 167 Sumr:lit Street, Batavia, NY, 14020. 

Our Chapter, through the effort of Dave llonte Verde, and the LV211 
\ssociation have purchased Lehigh Valley RS3m 211 from Conrail. This 
~ocornotive will be fully operable and st1ould be on our rail site with 
in the next month. 
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At this time, to help def ray the many cost tliat have been involved in 
acc1uiring this locomotive, \-Je are asking all the mer.11.H:rs for their 
support witi1 donations of any r;ize. Any donation, from the smallest 
to the largest, would be beneficial. 

As you are aware of, our progress on tl1e right-of-way connecting to 
the Hew York Transportation Museum is progressing at a good pace, at 
which time the LV211 will be making the trips between the two sites. 
Possibly, in the future, the LV211 can be used by other railroads, and 
running our own Chapter excursions. 
We certainly, as a Chapter, have not asked for our members to reach 
into their pockets for a donation, but the need is here with our 
latest acquisition. Please remember that any donation is tax 
deductable. 

********************************************************************** 

FIVE YEAR PLA!J FOR Ol\TKA DEPOT RR MUSEUM 

CONSTRUC'l'ION: . 
Erection of overhead trolley wire and hookup to power. 
Construction of fireproof shop building/carbarn at NRilS Deport 

enc.1 of t rac:,. 
Sxpansion of t rac:~s and storase ,ire a <1-c py;:'1 1 barns. 
l\(:l:;ition of ;,assing sic:iin9 at r,:idpoint between iTRILS and HYi17. 
l\ddtional storage and display tru.cl~s at Oatka Depot. 
Coaling Tower, water tower, oil tanks, anci semaphorcr; set U.:_). 

OPERATIOIJ: 
Steam, electric, diesel and gas-mechanical motive powered 

trips on Chapter and/or Conrail trackage. 
Operation of trolley #60 RTC, AL&W MU Car, Niag. Jct. Rwy. 

Freight Loco, and NYMT rolling stock on Chapter track to 
IJYMT. 

Fully FRA qualified chapter rolling stock, motive power, and 
crews suitable for regional area trips on RR's. 

FmmIIJG: 
Federal, State 4 and Local governmental assistance grants for 

construction, restoration# and operation/maintenance. 
Private, Foundation, Industrial, and Educational grunts for 

selected projects, displays, programs, and promotions. 
Substantial endowments through gifts, wills, legacies, 

estates, benevolences, and investments. 
SUPPORT: 

Widely advertised, recognized, and recommended. 
Support groups built around special interests of projects, 

programs, displays, exhibits, artifacts, memorials, 
favorite RR's, etc. 

Intergrated interfaces with other local area/regional museuLl 
groups, railroad interest groups, railroads, history 
groups for nearby towns, and governmental jurisdictions -
village/town/city/country/state/federal. 



JRFOLK AND SOUTHERN J611 STEAM TRAIN TRIP BY- DAVE SHIELDS 
The Buffalo Chapter of NRHS is again sponsoring the Norfolk and 

Southern J611 steam train trip from Buffalo to Erie and return on Saturday, 
August 2, 1986. The ticket deadline is July 25, 1986. Tickets are priced 
at $45 for adults and $38 for children. Approximate boarding time at 
Blasdell, N.Y. which is near Buffalo is 9 am and a return time of approximate 
8 pm. Tickets can be obtained directly from the Buffalo Chapter. Make 
checks payable to NRHS-Buffalo Chapter,Inc. and send your check with the 
amount of trckets that you require indicating open window or air conditioned 
coach and a self addressed stamped #10 large envelope to: 

NRHS Buffalo Chapter, Inc. 
Steam Excursion 
P.O. Box 298 
Getzville, New York 14068 

IF YOU MENTION THAT YOU ARE FROM THE ROCHESTER CHAPTER, THE BUFFALO CHAPTER 
WILL GIVE THE ROCHESTER CHAPTER A COMMISSION ON EACH TICKET SOLD. 

If you have any further questions on this trip, call Dave Shields at 359-
2914 or call the Buffalo Chapter directly at 716-836-0872. 

SALAMANCA RAIL MUSEUM BY- DAVE SHIELDS 

The Salamanca Rail Museum is open Tuesday thru Saturday from 10 am to 
5 pm and Sundays from Noon until 5 pm. Admission is free,.however donations 
are appreciated. The Salamanca Rail Museum is a fully restored Buffalo, 
Rochester and Pittsburgh Railroad Depot which was originally constructed in 
1912. The museum sponsors rail excursions during the year. The 1986 
schedule includes rail excursions on August 2, September 3, and October 4, 
1986 from Sala~anca to Cattaraugus, N.Y. Contact the Salamanca Rail Museum 
for more information at 716-945-3133. These excursions are on the New York 
and Lake Erie Railroad. To get to the Salamanca Rail Museum, the museum is 
located at 170 Main Street in downtown Salamanca, New York just minutes 
from U.S. Route 219 and the Route 17 Southern Tier Expressway. For addi­
tional information about the Salamanca area, write: Salamanca Area Chamber 
of Commerce, 636 Wildwood Avenue, Salamanca, New York 14779 or call 716-
945-2034. 

RAILROAD TRIPS BEING CANCELLED DUE TO LIABILITY INSURANCE RATES 
EXCERPTED FROM NRHS NEWS FROM V. ALLEN VAUGHN, CHAIRMAN-NRHS 

BY- DAVE SHIELDS 

The following announcement was posted on bulletin boards of the 
Chicago Headquarters of the Chicago and Northwestern Railroad on May 14, 
1986: "The Chicago and Northwestern Transportation Company announced today 
that it has cancelled passenger excursion trains for the balance of 1986, 
including those involving the Number 1385 steam locomotive. North Western's 
President James R. Wolfe said 'Cancellation of this extremely popular and 
worthwhile program has been caused by the unavailability and soaring cost 
of liability insurance. 111 

Bluewater Michigan Chapter has cancelled many of their trips due to 
insurance costs. 

Railtours, which is a rail insurance agency solely owned by NRHS to 
supply its chapters with rail excursion liability insurance advises that it 
has a one million dollar liability policy in force for the benefit of NRHS 
Chapters which is reduced from previous years. 

Paul Friederich of our Chapter has reported that the Norfolk Southern 
Steam program will continue to run throughout 1986. 



ALL ABOARD FOR THE 
CHAPTER PICNIC ANNUAL 

SUNDAY, SEP'J'i::rmEE 7, 1986 

OAT;~A RAILROAD ViUSErn1 

1 P'.l TILL ?? 

GRIIJG A SALAD, f1AIIJ DISII, OR DESSERT TO PASS 

IJRIUC CI-IAIRS, CAPJ) 'l'l\BLr:s, l\NYTIIHJG '110 SELL 

$4. ·11 ADULTS 

PE FUR!H SH 1·1El'.':;,', ;1CEE, SOD!,, ,r:;ERVICE ! 

l\. 'l'TRACT I on ,s 

J. Or 2 Operating Locos. 
2 Cabooses 

1 Or 2 O~erating Speeders 
7. :1ac,E;ac:Je Cars 

Pirif. Fl\LL,c; Lounge Car 
Other Exhibit~~ ~isplays 
lJe\l ;';iciing f/5 
Gi1r:1c~-;? 

E-L :l!J Povcr Co.r 
!lc',/ Cb,:iptc·r LLH·,:.ry /1,rcas 
\!ulk the .R. o. i,i. 
SntcrtJ.irnt1ent? 

Inforr:,ation .:md IleaJ Count Please Call 

Rand anl:i ilurgo r·:'arner 

248-8889 Evenings. 

SAVE THIS DATE ' ' • • 
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Jersey Central-Reading run through train JH- \, for Harrisburg, waits at Bethlehem while Alcos 
211 and 212 pass by with, hnsfer move in July of 1975. 

Bob Pen•1151 

) 


